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| Mat. xxvi. 51, 52. 4 
And behold one of them which were with IEsus ſtretched | 


out his hand, and drem his Sword, ani ſtroke a Ser- 1 
2 of the Bib raf and fan, off lice. | 
' Then ſaid IE sus unto him, Put up again thy Sword 

into bis place; for All they that take the Sword, ſhall 
0 periſh with the Sword, : | nts 


"REM. N..theſe Words we have an account of what 
Jo Tr | paſs'd between St. Peter, and one of thoſe who 
1 came to apprehend our Bleſſed Lord, in order 
to his Crucifixion. The Chief Prieſts, and Scribes, had now 
reſolved upon his Death; and Fadas, who betray'd him, 
had brought their Soldiers to the Place where he was to be 
taken. The Guard had laid hold on Him, and were juſt 
ready to carry him away to his Enemies; when Peter, not 
Able any longer to endure ſuch a Violence to be offered to his 
dear Maſter, drew his Sword, and began in his well meant, 
tho? inconſiderate Zeal, to engage in good earneſt. for his 
Reſcue: And beboid one of ibem · which were with Jeſus . 
' Riretched out his hand, and drew his Sword, and firoke a Ser- A.: 
! vant of the High Prieſt's, and mote off bis Ear. But our 
Saviour, inſtead of approving, condemned his Action, and © :. 
commanded him to deſiſt from his raſh and unwarrantable Th: 
Attempt: Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Put up again thy Sword 
into bis place; for All they that take the Sword, ſhall periſh 
For the better underſtanding of which words, you may 
pleaſe to obſerve theſe Two things 
Firſt; That the true ground of the Malice of theſe Men 
againſt our Saviour, was, that he ſer up himſelf for the Meſſiah; 
and under that Character publiſh'd his Goſpel to the World. 
His Life, and Converſation, were not only Blame- 
leſs, but Exemplary: He knew no Sin, neither was 
any Guile found in bis Mouth. Even the ems themſelves, wen 
they the moſt deſired it, could lay no Crime to his Charge, e- 
„ . _ cept it were this One, That by their Law he ought 
Joh. XIX. 7. 


1 Pet. ii. 22, 


to die, becauſe be made bimſelf the Son of God, _ 
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riſh 


may 
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had to alledge againſt him. Pilate himſelf knew 


their hands. Sd LT 555 . 
lf we conſider them with relation to Thoſe who came to Ap- 


r 
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4 It was not therefore for any Perſonal Crimes that theſe 
Men purſued our Lord with ſo much Violence. But, He 


wrought many Miracles: He had but Juſt before raiſed. up 


Lag arus from the dead; and, as themſelves reaſon'd in their 
laſt Council, in which they refolv'd upon his Death, Joh. xi. 48. 
If we let him alone, all Men will believe on him; and 
tbe Romans ſhall come, and take atoay both our Place and 
Nation. Z 
4 This was his fault, and this was, in Truth, all that the7 


* * 


at for Envy they had delivered bim, into his Mat ii. 
ands: And upon what their Enuy was founded, 
have before ſhewn; and the whole Hiſtory of his Life ſuffi- 


ently aſſures us of the Juſtice of the Remark. 


+ Bur Secondly : The other thing to be obſerved. for the 


_ underſtanding of the true Import of the Text is this; 
That our Saviour forbidding St. Peter to reſiſt their Violence 
upon this account, that A// they that rake the Sword, ſhall 
beriſh with the Sword, may be underſtood to have ſpoken 
heſe Words in two very different Reſpects: Either with 
Relation to Thoſe who came to Apprebend him; Or with Re. 
ation to the Apoſtle, who would have delivered him our of 


prehend our Bleſſed Saviour, they will then carry this Senſe; 
Thar St. Peter ſhould not draw his Sword againſt them, bur 
hould leave their Puniſhment to God; who would not fail 
© return their Violence, in a ſignal manner, upon them. An 
nterpretation the rather to be conſider d, in that the follow- 
ng Event did eminently confirm the Truth of the Prediction: 
od having, for this very Reaſon, brought upon that whole 
Nation one of the moſt terrible Deſtructions that ever fell 
pon any People in the Worldqa. „ 
But yet, for all this, I think the other, and more common 
3 of theſe words to St. Peter, as it is the more 
acural, ſo is it, for that Reaſon, the rather to be preferr'd , 


nd then the meaning of them will be this: That He ſnould 
onfider Who be was, and What he had done? And remem- 
er how ſevere a Sentence God had pronounced againſt All 
ach as, without a juſt Wr ſo to do, ſhould * th 

ö | : + Sword 


* O 


r M 0 N. Preath'd before Dre the — 
Sword into their Hands; Gen. ix. 6. ee a XJ 7 
Blood, by Man ſball his Blood be ſhed. * 

We will, if you pleaſe, joyn both theſe Interpretations® 
together, and our of Both make up this One; ftrong Argu- 
ment, againſt St. Peter's attempt upon this Occaſion : That ; 
he ought not to have drawn his Sword apainlt thoſe to whom 1. 
God had committed the Power of the Sword; but ſhould haue 
left it to him, to whom alone it belonged, to puniſh their Vio 
. tence; Put up thy Sword into his place; For, All they 01 k 

take the Sword, ſhall periſh with the $ word, X 

In diſcourſing upon which words, with 1 ER to th 1 
mournful» Solemnicy ot this Day. [ {hall obſerve this Me 
thod. 2 9 8 b 
J. I will enquire, Why our Shaioud monks: not ſuffeſ 

St. Peter to rake the Sword in his Defence ; but re, 

quired him to leave his Caule 10 God, as the only pro 

per Fudge of it. | 

II. f will ſhew, Ttat it is ſtill unlawful 0 any Chriſtians 

under the like Circumſtances, 1o4take the Sword. 
Which having done; I will then proceed, from the Prin 
R before laid down, to confider, © 1 
III. What we are to judge of thoſe, who novirhſtant 5 
ing ſo plain an Admonition to the contrary, not on 
7ook the Sword (tho that had been too much) but 700% 
iyagainſt that Royal Perſon, who alone had the right P. 
Ful Power of it. 

1 begin with the fix ſt of theſe; to en uire i 

I. Why our Saviour would not ſuffer St. Peter to 7000 if tl 
the Sword in his Defence, but commanded him to lea {th 
his Cauſe io God, as the only proper Fudge of it. 

No that muſt have been upon one of theſe Accounts & 
Either, (/t) Becauſe it is at 4/ Times, and in all Caſe, 
utterly unlawful tor any Diſciple ICh Th io take the Stor : 

(2d/y.) Becauſe at that Tine, and in theſe: a 6 Z 
was not /atofacl for St. Peter to have done it. pf tl 

As for the (former) of theſe, it is what even thoſe wil x0h 
deny the »/e of the Sword to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, at give 
will not allow him to draw it, either againſt an Enemy in 
lawful War, or for the execution of Fuſtice upon his own SA 
ae will not adventure. to "yy Even they acknow! led# ” 's 
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But we need not he heholden to the Socinian for this Con- 
5 0 20 1 | | 
ceſſion; the Holy Scriptures . inform us, that there are ſe- 


ut re that there is no other way to free the Land from Pollution, 
put by the BYogd of him that committed it; Deut. xxxv. 33. 
For Blood defileth the Land And the Land cannot be cleanſed 
of the Blood that is ſhed therein, but by the Blood of bim that 
%%%m ß ̃² Ü: Wo 
And leſt this ſhould be thought inconſiſtent with the Per- 
Jefion of the Goſpel, and to have expired with the other po- 
3 tive Law s of that Diſpenſatiop, St. * 2, in the Thirteenth 
to the Romans, exprelly puts the Sword into the Hands of the 
1SCvil Magiftrate tor the fame; Ends, vis. The Protection of 
e rig good. Men, and the Puniſhment of the Wicked . ate; © 
| and Unjalf. For Rulers, ſays he, are not a Ter- 87 2 x 
| vor to Good Forks, but 10 the Evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
to 70 f 


the Power ? Do that which is Good and thou ſha#t have praiſe 
to lea pe fame: Far hie is the Miniſter of Gi ta Thee for Good. But 
it. rf thou do that which is Evil, be afraid: For be heareth not the 
cou Sogn ix Vain: For be it, (here tgo) the Miniſter of God; A 
1 CoſRevenger, hot only allow d, but appointed by God, io execuie 
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S wor roth upon fim that does Euil. 


nces, The ſameę is the Account which St. Peter gives us 1 Per. ii.3. 
of the pomer of the Civil Magiſtrate. He requires us 10 ſubimit 
ole Wito his Authority for the Lord's (az And rells vs, that it was 
n Witor the panybment of Evil-deers, wad 1h. proife, the Pro- 
own Suirefion, of bem that do Well, .Apd the yery Pallage of the 
oW:© Ter, would Men but allow it but a reaſonable Conſtruction, 


— 
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8 A SERMON Preached before the 


the Sword; as St. Peter now did, without a lawful Warrant Re 
for their ſo doing; ſhould periſh with the Sword, ſhould be 77 


' in oppoſing thoſe who were come to take him in order there. 1 
unto, withſtood God's Decree; and, in effect, fought again hs. 
Fs 


preſly to the ſame purpoſe; John xviii. 11. Pat up thy Sworl 
 Hholl I not drink it? 


——_—_ 
— A 


is 


—_— 


implies the very ſame thing, namely, That al! thoſe who take _ * 


. 


puniſh'd with death for it. 


It is therefore without all Controverſie, lawful for Chr. but 


ians, both Magiftrates, and Others, in ſeveral Caſes, to take M. 
the Sword : And by conſequence, St. Peter's Offence muſt Fac 
have confiſted in this, that at zhat time, and in thoſe Circun. 
ſtances, it was not lawful for him to have taken it. Let Aj 
us therefore enquire, ( 2dly.) What it was that made it % t 
unlatoful? . 1 „55 4 La 
In anſwer whereunto we are told by ſome, that the Rea ſcr 
ſon why our Saviour reproved St. Peter for taking the Sword | © 
was this; That God had appointed him to die; that for this the 
End He came into the World; and that the Apoſtle therefore the 


z 


* 


4 


God. And indeed it muſt be allow'd, that the words which. 


„dur Saviour ſubjoyn'd upon this Occaſion, do fa © 
Ver. $3: 54+ your ſuch an Opinion. Thinkeſt thou, that I can. m 
not now pray to my Father, and be ſhall prefently give n. he 
more than twelve Legions of Angels: But how then ſhall thi Ile 


Scriptures be fulfilPd, that thus it muſt be? And St. John S® 
either abridging his Diſcourſe, or relating ſome: other Paſ cib 


ſage which St. Matt heto had omitted, ſpeaks yet more eu 


into the Sheath: The Cup which, my Father hath given ne, Bir 

B it tho' it muſt therefore be granted, that the Attemp 
of St. Peter was, upon this account alſo, worthy of Blame 
and as ſuch cenſured by our Bleſfed Lord, yet that does no 
hinder but that his Action might have been, as indeed i“ 
was, in other reſpects, Raſh, and Unwarrantable. And fd 
the words of our Saviour plainly intimate: They contain?! 
2 Reaſon of perpetual force; ſuch as had nothing ro de wi 
with God's Decrees; namely, That all thofe who ſhould: 'of 
rake the Sword, that is, after ſuch a manner, and in ſuch Bre 


. 
1 


"Circumſtances, as the Apoſtle here did, ſhould periſh wii d 
the Sword, ſhould be worthy of Death for their ſo doing, 


. 
Jes 
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74k | To underſtand therefore the true ground of our Saviowr's 
rrant Reproof in theſe Words, we muſt confider, not what St. Pe- 
Id be ters fault was with reſpect to'God's Decree for the Suffer- 
ing of Chrift ; which they have no manner of relation to; 
Chr. but what it was that made his Attempt fo Criminal towards 
:ake Man, as to be a Capita! Offence; and, even in our Lord's 


7 


"$1 


mull Judgment, - worthy of Death. 


& 


eum. Was it that He defended his Bleſſed Mafter againſt the 

Let Aſſaults of Thoſe, who, without any /awfu/ Authority, were 
it % come to ſeize Him? But this is no more than what the 
Lato of Nature, and the Right of Self-preſervation, pre- 
Rea feribes ; and the poſerrve Laws of all well-regulated Socie- 
word ties allow of; viz. To repel an unjuſt Violence ;, and where o- 


this ther Means fail, To defend a Man's Life, by force, againſt 


fore! | thoſe who, by force would take it away. 
there. Or was it that He exceeded the Bounds of that Liberty 


gain which. this natural Right of Self-defence; and 1 
which 7707, in ſuch Caſes, gives to every One, againft Thoſe who 
do . {eek their Deſtruction? But neither doth this appear. He, 
I can. Made no undue Haſte : He ſmote not before 


17 4 5 . 1 F Y . i. * 
ve mel he ſaw what they were about to Do. He tar- Toh. ary 3 


all the I ied till they had allually laid hands upon. our 
John Saviour, and declared their Reſolution: of carrying him for- 


cCibly away. Ul | fp ws, 

. Was it his fault that he did not tarry for the Direction 
i of our Lord, in anſwer to that Queſtion which - 
„One of them, at the ſame inſtant, had put ro Caen Jen- 


© him, Shall we ſmite with the Sword? But in e 
temp ſuch Caſes as this there is no room for Deliberation: And 
lame ſuppoſing his Action to have been other wiſe Innocent, it is 
bes no hard to conceive how this alone could merit ſo ſevere a 
eed i! Reproof much leſs make that which was in its ſelf law- 
Ind fit Tul, by ſo-ſmall a Defect, become a Capital Crime. 
oncaiely © Or, laſtly, Was his fault no. other than 


1 ſuch] Scat Odds, that He could e | | 
5 wol 410 Ruin from his Undertaking? But where both the Cauſe 


en-. 
hanſss. 
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l aloe. 


Il bile He yet ſpake, lo Judas, One of the Twelve, and with © 


Officers of the Jews, 700k Jeſus and bound him. And it ap- A « 


| Council were preſent in Perſon at the Execution of their Or- 


— — 


8 A SERMON Preach d before the 


In ſhort; The only thing that can be imagined to have th 
11 been capable of fixing ſo ſevere a Cenſure up- 
Voll. Harm. E. on St. Peters Action mult have been this; That 
vangelic. lib. 2. * 11 * 
cap. 1. the Perſons againſt whom he drew his Sword 

were the Miniſters of Faſtice; and commiſſi- 
oned by a legal Authority to take our Bleſſed Saviour: And 
that being ſuch, they were not to be Re/ted in the Executi- 
on of their Office. And ſo St. Matthew tells us, Ver, 47. 0 


him a great Multitude, with Swords, and Staves, from the 
Chief-Priefts, and Elders of the People; that is, from Thoſe © 
who had the Lawfu! Authority to fend Them. But St. Fobn | 
is more expreſs; He adds, that they were the Roman Soldi - 
ers, who guarded the Temple at the Feaſt, with their Cap- | 
rain, of Chief-Officer, at their Head. So that St. Peter could 1 
not but have known who They were; and ml; therefore 
have been the more ivexcuſable, in offering any Violence to 
Them, Fo, xviii. 12. Ihen the Band, and the Captain, and :. 


pears from St. Lxke, that His Apprehenſion was. not only 
made by the Order of the Sanhedrime, but that ſome of that 


der, Chap. xxii; 5 2. Then ſaid Jeſus to the-Chief-Priefts, and to 
n of tbe Temple, and the Elders, which:were come s C 
Theſe were the Perſons who came to tate our Saviour, |. 
and this was the Authority by which they did it. And 
therefore St. Peters fault muſt have conſiſted in this, that 
He drew his Sword againſt Thoſe: who had a LaπƷ ꝗůr W- 
er to Apprebend Him. Fot however the Zeros. were at this to 
time a Conquer d People under the Power ef the Romans, ag 
and Govetned by the Emperor's. Liegtenantz yer ſtill the A 

Great Council areFeraſalen was allow d to retain its Aut 7 
ry, and t Exerciſe its Power, by their own Laws, . 3 an 
23 R818 


this be as it will; Thus much is certain, that They had 


_ : Malice there may have been, (as certamly there was enough 


* proceeded in a /egal Method againft Him: And, ; 


mond; | | 
1 trary to Law; For all they that take the Sword, ſhall pe- 
2. 5*:73/h with the Sword, All that draw and uſe rhe Sword 


A * 
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Among all the popular Pretences that have been ſet up 


c ˖ — g Aa, 


ef Lore, Jef, 36. 170 f. 


ther they ſtill retained the Power of Life and Death : And 
one Paſſage there is, in this very Hiſtory, which ſeems to 
imply that they did not: Jo. xvili. 31. where demanding 
Judgment of Pilatę againſt our Saviour, they told him that tr 
was not Lawfa! for them 10 put any Man to Death. Let 


Authority to Apprehend Him; To examine into the Crimes 
*which ſhould be laid againſt Him; To have puniſhd Him 
7 occafion, to have deliver d him to the Roman Governor for 
the laſt and higbeſt, Sentence. And therefore, whatſoever 


» nes 


of that) in their Proſecution of our Lord, yer hitherto they 


doing ſo, it was not lawful for any private 
Per ſont, ſuch as St. Peter, and the reft of the 
Apoſtles were, to oppoſe them with Force in 
* whar: they did. This was the true ground of n. ) 
> our Sæviours Reproof; And it is thus faithful- | 

: ly and judicioully Faraphraſed, by our Learned Dr. Han. 
1 Put up thy Sword into bis place; Do nothing con- 


Grot. in loc. 
Et de Jur. B. 
ac P. lib. 1. 


e which bear the Sword, ſhall fall themſelves by it; 


© 


e de (and bow much more againſt) the Authority of 


ll incur the Puniſhment of Death _ 1 
Having thus endeavour'd, with all the clearneſs-I could, 


* 
. 
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ſhew, That, upon the ſame grounds, it ill is, 


Fo 


— 


to juſtiſie private Perſons in their unwarrantable Attempts 


82 v 
© 9 $ 
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q It has, I know. been doubted by ſome Learned Men, whe- 


vwith ſome leſſer Puniſhment Themſelves; and, if they faw| 


cap. iii. 5. 3. 


to repreſent to you the true Reaſon of that Reproof which 
our Saviour gave to St. Peter upon this occaſion, I pro- 
ae, en 1 Iain — 23 
1 ſam 
and will ever be, UValauful, tor any other Chriſtians, 
nn the like Circumſtances, ro tale the Sword,” 


= 


* againſt publicꝶ Aut bority, there is none that carries a faiter 
Appearance, or has done greater Miſchief in the World, 
thanthis; That ir ir /awful to defend Religion with the Stoord 3, 
and whatſoever the Enterprize would otherwile h * 1 
ne Ti | thought 
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10 A SERMON. Preach d before the L 


Rules of his Goſpel. 


true Religion heretofore. Nor can any more maliciouſly, or 


legal way, and with an appearance of Fuſtice ? But thoſe | 


to them for that purpoſe. And for the Perſon againſt whom 


„ ——ͤ —„— 


thought, this ſhall transform it into a Glorious, and Heroical? C 


Undertaking. | 


as @ s a % 1 3 or \ 
How far this Opinion has carried ſome deluded Zealots, 4, 


. 


I ſhall not need to ſay: I would to God our own Hiſtories 4d 


did not afford us too many Inſtances of it. But this I taxe nov 
to be clear, and certain; That had we no other Paſſage of the 
Holy Scripture to convince us of the Falſeneſs of ſuch, a Bo 
Pretenſion; No Directions of any ancient Writers to inform ,,; 
us what the Duty of a Chriſtian in times of Perſecution is; 55, 
No Examples of Antiquity to ſhew us what his Behaviour the 
ought to be; This ſingle Paſſage, and Example, alone, wa 
might ſuffice to aſſure us, how directly contrary ſuch a Prin-. an 


cipie muſt be, both. to the Practice of our Saviour, and the to 


| | 3 8 ſel 
For, indeed, what can any one pretend to offer in Excuſe 


of ſuch an Attempt now, that St. Peter might not witng 
greater Reaſon have alledg d in Vindication of himſelf upon 
this Occaſion? | 5 8 
Has the True Religion ſuch a Right on its fide, as to be 
able to warrant any Violence againſt thoſe who oppoſe it; 
and would - oppreſs . us upon the account of it? But ſurely | 
no one can, with equal Evidence, prove his Church, or Faith, 
to be the Right now, that St. Peter could have demonſtrated ' 
that for which he would have engaged, to have been the 


injuxiouſly oppoſe any Religion, or Perſecute its Profeſſors, © V 
than the Fews, in the preſent Caſe, did both our Lord, and 
his Goſpel. 5 . i 

Or ſhall we ſay. as ſome have done, that Inferior Mag- 
ſtrates may be Re/ifted, tho' the Supreme may. not; when 
they would otherwiſe deſtroy an Innocent Perſon, tho! ina 


bs 
who here purſued our Saviour were no other: They were 
the Subordinate Powers; Men permitted, or at the moſt in- 
truſted, and commiſſioned by the Emperor, to Govern under 
him, by certain Laws, and within certain Limits preſcribed 


they ated, Lſhall not need to ſay, that the Holy 7e/a was 
one of the moſt Innocent, that was ever oppreſsd under a 


. 
4 « 
'S. 5 
7 . * "x . 
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roical Or, laſtly; Tho' the /awfu! Magiſtrate, whether Supreme, 
or Subordinate, may not be reſiſted in the Exerciſe of their 
Authority, ſhall We pretend that Thoſe who are Commiſſion- 
ed by Them may be withſtood? But ſuch were zho/e who 
now came to apprehend our Saviour. Neither Pilate, nor 
the High-Prieft, were there in Perſon; nor the Council in a 
uch, a Body: But they ſent their Officers, and Soldiers; the Cap- 
tain of the Guard, and it may be ſome of their own Mem- 
bers along with them, to ſee that they did their Duty. But 
they had a T Authority for what they did: Their Power 
vas juſt, tho at preſent employ d on a very wicked Deſign; 
and, therefore, their Procedure being Lamful, they were not 
to 2 Re ſiſted, no not in defence of our Saviour Chriſt him- 
And if neither the Malice of the Fews, nor the Innocence 
of our Lord; If neither the Truth of our Religion perſecuted 
mn | in its Founder, nor the apparent Marks of Malice and Envy, 
of Violence and Oppreſhon, which appeared in the whole 
tO be | Courſe of their Proſecution of Him: Were ſufficient to war- 
5 || rant St. Peter to draw. the Sword in his Defence, againſt that 
| Legal Authority by which, they Adted ; We mult conclude, 
> | that neither will any of theſe Pretences ſuffice to juſtifie any 
: | other Chriſtians, in the like Circumſtances, now: But, if it ſhall 
& | | pleaſe God at any time to permit the Lawfu/ Powers to be 
I againſt Us, and make them that hate us, to rule over us; 
[We muſt follow the Example of our Bleſſed Maſter; and 
I | ſabmit patiently to their Authority; and not, with this 
warm Apoſtle, take the Sword againſt thoſe, to whom. Gad has 
1 committed the Power of the Sword. © 3 1 
VLẽt this then ſuffice to ſnew, what the true Chriſtian Do- 
AQrrine, of Submiffion to the Civil Magiſtrate, is. I ſhall not 
here enquire whether ſome may not poſſibly have miſapplied 
..* theſe Principles; or have ſtretched them farther than they 
© ought to have done; and, by that means, have led both 
themſelves, and others, into great Miſtakes, and no leſs In- 
I conveniences. What that Authority in every State, or Coun- 
try is, to which ſuch a Subjeclion, as | havenow been ſpeak- 
| | ing of, is due; and againſt which: no Regtarce, no not to 
ler 2 defend the Beſt Cauſe, or the molt Innocent Perſon in the 
a, World, may be uſed. by any of the Community z, is a ran. 
r | | G WAL: 


alots, 
tories*: 
take 
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"_ — 
I which the Municipal Laws, and Canſtitution, of evety State, 8 
land Cauntry, muſt determine. But that wherever that Sæ?2— 
| | | preme Power, and Authority, is lodged, or in whomloever * 
fit refides, to which God has commanded us to be Subjef, 
not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake : Concern- © 
| | ing which St. Paul has laid down this Rule; Let every Sou; 
be Subject to the higber Powers: And St. Peter himfelf de- 
clard, That We muſt ſubmit to it for the Lord's ſake we 
are bound to pay either an Active, or Paſſive Obedience to 

it; muſt either Do what it Requires, or Suffer what it In.. 
flids; This is without controverſie the ſtanding Dodfrine of P 


| | Chriflianicy, and has been Confirmed by the Praclice of the 

1 befi. Chriftians in all Ages of the Church. . 
1 Which being ſo, Let us go on finally, upon theſe princi- 
1 ples to conſider | 2:7 [an „„ hilt 1 
IId Y; What we are to judge of Thoſe who, notwith-' & 
ſtanding ſo plain an admonition, not only teak the 
| Sword (tho that had been too much;) But Cur off with en 
| _ Royal Perſon, who alone had the Rightful power |} 7 
W OT It. | | n | 4a 1 
And here I cannot follow either a plainer, or ſurer Guide, 
than our Laws themſelves; which ſpeak not only with Aa- 
trhority, but Approbation too; and tell us, in effect, wbat 

i the See of the whole Nation is, or at leaſt ought 7 

. Pt on. to be, both of Them, and their Proceedings. The 


cap. zi. Fa cx it ſelf, they call, a Horrid, Execrable, 
F Dieteſtable Murder; An impiou Fall, an Unpa- 
Ibid e. xxx. ra/lel'd Treaſon: The* Con RH which decreed it, 
a Traiterows Aſſembly; A prodigious,” and unheard of Tri- 
ra]. The * PRRSsONS who thus unwarrantably drew the 
Sword againſt their Own Sovereign, they brand as a parcel 
of Wreiched Men, deſperately Micged, Hardned in their In- 


piety: And, laſtiy, as to the PRINOIPLES upon which 
| they proceeded, the fame Laws declare, That by the Un- 
* Ahubted, and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither 
( tbe Peeis of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor Both roge- 
* tlier; ix Parliament, er out of Parliament; Colleckivelx, 
|| © or Repreſentatively; nor any Other Perſons whazſoever;; 
ever had, have, bath, ought to have, any Coercive power 
Foppe the Perſons of the Ringe of this Realm. A 4 | 
EET . | UC ; 


# ſelf, yer of Thoſe who were about Him; and 
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K 


7 - Such is the Cenſure which our Laws have paſs'd upon 
the Murder of our Royal Sovereign, and the Perſons who 
27 committed it: And the ſame is the Senſe which both the 
2 Word of God, and the Laws of all other Nations, teach us 
& to-have of Both): ds) rr 7 1 
Por to allow that ſome Things had been done, 
under the Authority of that unfortunate Prince, 
leſs regularly than were to have been wiſh'd: zip. of the Ci. 
That the Prerogatzve had been ſtrain'd to an , Mars, vol. . 
Exorbitant Heigbth, and the Subject too much 


See my Lord 
Clarendon's 


fol. p.6,22,52, 


provoked to complain, if not of the King Him- 2 35 58, 


ſhould have Adviſed, and Acted, more moderately than they 


did. To grant that when the Parliament met, with which 
Z our Troubles began; it was Excaſable, of even Fitting, for 
it to have redreſſed thoſe Grievances, and reduced the Pre- 
3 rogative within its Juſt bounds; and that thoſe therefore who 


enter'd upon the proper Methods of doing this, in a Parlin- 


2 Parliament at all, nor given any Opportunity to his People 
Had He not only continued to inſiſt upon thoſe Pretenſions, 


| but ſo far improved them, as utterly to ſet aſide rhe Lars of 


mentary way, without any Ill Defigns either againſt the Per- 
bon, or Government, of the King, were not to 


be blamed : Yet certainly when this was done, rg orgy 17 
and thereupon ſuch . A were paſſed as not on 18 2 2 P 


ly abundantly repaired whatever the Subject had : 


Buffered before, but ſufficiently ſecured Him againſt any 


more Invaſions either of his Liberty, or Property, for the 
time to Come; for Men to proceed farther ſtill, and with- 
out any /awfu! Authority, or evident Neceſſty, enter into @ 
ar againſt their Souerezgr, who had ſo far condeſtended 
to all their juſt defires, muſt needs have been as 1//egat, as it 
was Unreaſonable ; and beſpeak Thoſe who did it to have 
taken the Sword in that Senſe which our Saviour here forbad, 
and all Good Men have ever Condemned. % cho 
Hlad that excellent Prince, indeed, never called his  /aff 


to redreſs their Grievances by the proper Methods of it: 


which ſome had ſet up under the ſhelter of his Authority 3 
the Realm, and to af Arbitrarily, not only roithowt Law, but 


qgainſt it : And when nothing elſe would do, Had He * 
TT. - a e er 


. 4 
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ſen rather to De/ert the Government, than to Rue according 


| of it: This might have warranted an oppreſſed People to rake 7 
= 7be Sword, for the neceſſary defence of their Laws, and Confli- 3 
tution; and their Religion and Liberties, founded thereupon. 5 
But to take up Arms againſt a King whoſe Exceſſes had 
been Moderate, and whoſe Neceffities preſſed him, con- 
trary to his own Inclinations, to run into the moſt of Them; 
Bur eſpecially, who had already, without force, not only 


| dantly Repaired Them ; and ſecured them againſt the like 
| Attempts for the future; This muſt needs have been an 
| unwarrantable Enterprize; A War as unjuſtifiable in its Riſe, 
as it proved fatal in its Conſequences. 2 
Nor will the Pretence of Religion at all alter the Caſe, 
or make their Taxing of the Sword ever the more Lawful; 
| tho? we ſhould ſuppoſe that there had been as juſt Cauſe 
of Complaint in that reſpect, as ſome Men affirmed ; tho' 
it is, after all, certain that there was not. It was upon 
this ground, as we have ſeen, that our Saviour was perſe- 
= cuted by the 7ews. They ſought his Deſtruction for this 
very Reaſon, that He profeſſed himſelf to be the Mefrab, 

and would have introduced a zeto Religion among Them, 

= contrary, as they ſuppoſed, to the Law of Moſes. And 
yet Chr: himſelf thought not this a ſufficient Warrant for 
St. Peter to rake the Sword againſt the /awfu! Magiſtrate 
W tho' He took it only in defence of his Maſter, without the 
leaſt deſign of diſturbing the publick Peace by it. 


are now Aſſembled to Commemorate and Bewail. Our fu- 
rious Zeators did not only rate the Sword againſt the Au- 
= 7bority of their Prince, but they ſtained it with the Blood 
|; of his Sacred Perſon. A Wickedneſs hardly to be paral- 


| 
| 


Our Selves without Shame and Deteſtation. | 


L 
4 


: 1 
N 
= 
J 
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would have ſmitten Saul; and it contains the Senſe of all 
other Wiſe, and Good Men, in the like Caſe; 1 Sam. xxii. 
Wo. Who can flretch forth his band againſt the LORD's Anoin- 
red, and be Griltleſs? And yet at that time, Sax! was a 
. | | rince 


j 


Wh 


to his own Oath, and the Fundamental Laws, and Limitations | 


i freely Redreſfed the Grievances of his- People, but abun- ' N 


But alas! this is yet but a ſmall part of that Guilt we ion 


lelV'd in apy Other Country; nor ever to be mentioned by | - 


It was the Queſtion of Holy David to Abiſbai, when he | 


ras, jan. 30. 1702. I5 


Touſe of 1 
ö Tince rejected by the lame God who had made him King 


| 1 fore; and David was appointed to Reign over I/rae! in 
Is ſtead. So that Saul was little more than King in Fad, 


Kut David had the Right; and that by an immediate divine 


Appointment, and Authority. But He had been the Anointed. 
t the Lord; and he was ſtill in Poſſaſſion of the Govern- 


ent; and there was, upon both Accounts, ſuch a Reſpect 
Que to Him, that his Per ſon was Sacred; ſo that 20 One 
Huld ftretch out his Hand againſt him, and be Guilfleſs. 
Nay more; Saul, at that very time, purſued David for 
his Reaſon, that he knew God had Anointed bim to be 
King in his ſtead; tho David had done nothing to diſturb 
Fim in his Government, any more than he would now ſuf- 
Fer any thing to be done to deſtroy his Perſon. And yer, 


Iner his Wickedneſs in the fight of the one, nor his In- 
Huſtice towards the other; were thought ſufficient by David 
Fo warrant him to make any Attempt upon his Life; tho? 
Bod ſeemed, by a fingular Diſpoſition of his Providence, 
go have deliver'd him into his Hands. But he left his Cauſe 


”. Fo God, and appealed to Him, as the only Fudge of Sove- 


Feign Princes, Ver. 10, 11. David ſaid farthermorè; As the 
Lord liveth, the LORD ſhall ſmalte him; Or his Day ſhall 
ome to die; Or be ſhall deſcend into Battel and periſh. The 


e LORD's Anointed! ? 
This was David's Conduct, and thee  - _ 
Abe Principles upon which he founded Vid. Oprar. Mile- 


It: And the ſame have been both the No- 5 1 li. p. 47. 
Lions and the Behaviour, of the Wiſeſt faut. Sen de 
ions a 7 | Jur. B. ac P. lib. i. 


and Beſt Men, upon the like Occaſions, cap. iv. 5. 7. U. 6. 
Ever fince. But our Cruel Murtherers had 3 
ther Thoughts: They Adted by other Meaſures. God de- 


neſs! The Scandal of our Country, the 


Aiver'd their Sovereign into their Hands, and they laid hold 
pf the opportunity to Deſtroy him. They ſhed the Blood. 
pf War in Peace; and made themſelves at once the Ar. 
Faigners, the Fudges, and the Excutioners, of their own 


either the Decree of God, nor the Violence of Saul; nei- 


ORD forbid that I ſhould ſtreteh forth mine Hand againſt 


WE. TRIB 
Wound 


a 
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ound and Reproacy ot our Holy Religron I would tg 
Ged I might ſtop here; bur I muſt: add, the Gilt, the 


Sin, the Pollution of the whole Kingdom ! The Effects of 
which we have ſeen, we baye felt; we continue both to 
' ſee, and feel, at this very Day. . ; 


* 


Oh! May it be the Subject of our Sorrow and Re pen. 
tance too! May we never think of it without Shame; ne- 
ver ſpeak of it but with an Execration! Fn 


— 


But more eſpecially on this Day, ſet apart by Publick 
Authority, on purpoſe to engage us to a National Humilia. 
tion of our ſelves for ſo great a Wickedneſs; may we All 


ſincerely deprecate the Vengeance of God, which this Royal 
Blood calls aloud for to Heaven againft Us! © 


May no profane Perſons, either make a Mock of this WM 
Piety, or neglect to joyn in the Exerciſes of it! No deluded 

Zealots, either continue in to juſtifie what was then done 
amiſs; or to entertain ſuch Principles, as may ever lead 


them to the like Villany! 


May the Sword never more be taten among Us, but by 
Lawful Ambority : Either to execute Juſtice againſt Evil 


: / doers at home, or to defend Us againſt the Aſſaults of our 


Enemies abroad! And then. may we always draw it with 
ſucceſs; to the Puniſnmnt of the One, and our common 


Safety, and Preſervation,” againſt the Other 


May our Religion evermore ſupport our Lœygalty; aſid out 


. Loyalty be fo happy as to defend, and ſecure, our Rellgion 


This will make both our Princes Safe, and out Country Happy. 
While the Sword is thus uſed, there can be no danger from 
it to Either; but, on the contrary, it will protect, and ſupport 
Both. This will ſuppreſs Malefactors within, and guard Us 
againſt Oppteſſors without. In a word; By thus Lawfulh 
raking the Sword, in Subordination to Thoſe who have the 
Power of it, We ſhall become a United, Peaceable, Flouriſh- 


ing People; as by the contrary uſe of it, we were made a 


miſerable, divided, ruined Nation: Tilt God in his Mercy 


_ reſtored us to that Orderly Frame of Government, from 


which We had departed ; And in which, may he vouchiatell 


to continue Us, and our Poſterity, till all theſe States ſhall 


doms of God, and hu Chrift! Amen, Amen. 
t 


— —— — 


be diſſolved; and the Kingdoms of the Earth become the Kings 


% 


